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An exploration of Kent at war and the 
peace-time passions of the Churchill family
Just 7 miles apart, combine a visit to Biggin Hill Memorial Museum with 
Chartwell this winter and discover a mixture of Kent at war and the 
pastimes of the Churchill family during a world at peace.

At Biggin Hill Memorial Museum discover Britain’s most famous fighter 
station and the inspiring stories of the brave people and technical 
innovations of the Second World War that have shaped our world today. The 
most important airfield of the 1940 Battle of Britain, even today RAF Biggin 
Hill is still internationally recognised as Sir Winston Churchill’s strongest link.

Compliment your visit with a trip to Chartwell, the much-loved Churchill 
family home and explore the private side of the politician during times of 
peace. Though the house is only open in December over winter, from the 
landscape to Churchill’s paintings, the fascinating collection on display in 
the exhibition room to the views of the Weald of Kent that so captivated 
Churchill - each element weaves together a story that tells the lives of the 
Churchill family.

Group benefits
Discounted admission rate for groups of 15 or more
Free admission for tour leader
Free familiarisation visit
Meet and greet service on arrival
Designated free coach parking
Free refreshment voucher for coach driver
Dedicated group organiser to plan the visit
Group catering packages available
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Biggin Hill Memorial Museum 
Once farmland, the area’s high altitude and strategically important location 
between London and continental Europe, destined it to become the most 
important airfield of the Battle of Britain, laying the foundation for the
European landscape as we know it today.

Now one of Britain’s oldest aerodromes, trace the former RAF fighter station 
from 1916 until the end of the Second World War and discover the story of RAF 
Biggin Hill through the personal experiences of those who served there, and 
the community who supported them. 

See a collection of exceptional objects including uniforms, medals, personal 
letters, documents and even furniture from the local pub all connected to 
those who served at RAF Biggin Hill. Also included are objects related to 
remembrance, memorial and the founding of the two chapels at the 
airfield from 1943-1951.

Included in your admission are personal Discovery Tablets available in English. 
Filled with historic photos and filmed interviews with Second World War 
veterans these tablets enhance and enrich the experience throughout the 
exhibitions, Chapel and gardens.
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St George’s RAF Chapel of 
Remembrance and Garden
St George’s RAF Chapel of Remembrance was built in 1951 after a 
fund raising campaign led by Sir Winston Churchill. It still stands 
today as a memorial to the aircrew who served and died flying from 
the Biggin Hill sector during the Second World War.

The chapel has many interesting features, including the Book of 
Remembrance which holds the names of the air crew who fought 
and died flying from the Biggin Hill Sector, and 12 stained glass 
windows designed by Sir Hugh Easton.

The tranquil Garden of Remembrance contains the ashes of RAF 
personnel and their spouses beneath rose beds planted with ‘Pot 
o’Gold’ roses. The gate guardians at the museum’s entrance 
represent the Spitfire flown by Pilot Officer Geoffrey Wellum of 92 
Squadron and the Hurricane flown by Pilot Pete Brothers of 32 
Squadron.
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Chartwell’s A History of
Winston Churchill in 50 
Objects Exhibition
Delve deeper in to the life of one of Britain’s greatest 
leaders with a trip to the permanent exhibition at 
Chartwell.

‘A History of Winston Churchill in 50 Objects’ contains 
a fascinating collection of Churchill’s own possessions 
accumulated by him over the course of his lifetime; 
from personal mementos to gifts he received from 
friends, family and political contacts from around the 
world. These objects have been carefully selected to 
give insight into a man who achieved so much in his 
lifetime.

Telling the stories of his many achievements, the 
exhibition explores different facets of Churchill’s life 
including his work as an historian, army officer, 
journalist, statesman and politician, as well as his role 
as a father and husband.
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Churchill’s Studio
Visit Churchill’s painting studio, based in the grounds of 
Chartwell, and discover a new side to Churchill.

Churchill didn’t pick up a paintbrush until 1915 when 
he was in his 40s, but in just under 50 years Churchill 
painted over 500 canvases. Today the studio contains 
one the single largest collections of Churchill paintings.

Following a major refurbishment in 2020 the studio is 
now arranged in a way in keeping with the display of 
the 1960s, towards the end of Churchill’s journey as a 
painter.

While visiting, step inside the annexe and discover 
more about Churchill’s passion for painting with a large 
touch-wall, introduced in winter 2019.
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Chartwell Garden
Continue your exploration of Churchill the painter in the 
garden. Included in your admission, pick up a garden 
audio guide from the Visitor Centre and visit some of 
the sights that Churchill painted at Chartwell.

Other audio tours include stories and anecdotes about 
how the Churchill family made their mark on the 
grounds of Chartwell, as well as seasonal highlights and 
gardening tips from the Outdoors Team at Chartwell.

In the autumn enjoy the turning of the leaves and 
discover what mouth-watering delights are growing in 
the Walled Garden waiting to be harvested. In winter, 
hear the crunch of frost underfoot, enjoy some ethereal 
scenes of Chartwell reflected in the lakes and ponds, and 
see the landscape laid bare for some expansive views of 
the countryside.



Tours and Talks
Biggin Hill Memorial Museum Talk (30 mins)

Whether it be about Winston Churchill and his role in 
developing defences at RAF Biggin Hill or you’d like to 
go deeper in to the history of Biggin Hill, choose from 
a range of talks led by our knowledgeable volunteers 
and immerse yourself in history. Includes tea/coffee 
and biscuits.

Biggin Hill after dark (120 mins)

Explore tales of Biggin Hill, the museum and
the collection after dark. Includes a refreshment.
Max group size 25.

Chartwell Garden Tour (75 mins)

Walk the grounds of Chartwell with one of our 
garden volunteers and find out more about the walls 
that Churchill built, the Rose Garden that Clementine 
Churchill grew and the views that charmed the family.
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Christmas at Chartwell
Weekdays from 7 to 18 December

This Christmas enjoy a guided tour of selected rooms of the house, dressed for a 
Christmas across the decades. Explore the 1920s and the first Christmases of the 
Churchill family, the tougher times of the 30s and 40s when the family would have 
spent Christmases apart, and finally to the 1950s and 60s when the house would 
have been filled once more with laughter and parties, now joined by grandchildren. 

Beginning in Lady Churchill’s Sitting Room, hear more about some of the very first 
Christmases the Churchill children would have celebrated at Chartwell.

Journey through the Hall and step in to the Library, where the family would have 
traditionally had their tree covered in green foliage decorations sourced from the 
grounds. 

Downstairs see the Dining Room where the family would have gathered for 
food and fun. See Churchill’s ‘Bottlescape’, painted one Boxing Day after 
Winston asked the children to scour the house for whatever bottles they could 
find.

In the Kitchen find out more about the preparations that were undertaken by 
staff such as the Churchill Cook, Mrs Georgina Landemare.

On your visit also peek inside the Drawing Room where you’ll see collection 
covered by dust sheets as the House Team carefully check, clean and 
store the items of Chartwell, ready to display once again next year.

New for 2020
Visit the Secretaries’ Office, opened on permanent display for the 
first time this year and see how the secretaries of the family would 
have enjoyed the festive period.

18 19



Eating
To really complete the trip why not book a catering package?  Relax 
and unwind in the dedicated function space at Chartwell, the 
Mulberry Room in the Landemare Café, or settle down for some 
light bites at the Biggin Hill Memorial Museum Nightingale café.

Chartwell Group Packages, available weekdays, min. 30 people

Morning refreshments

Set group lunch

Christmas group lunch
Weekdays,
Tue 1  - Fri 18 Dec

Pastries with tea and coffee. 
£5.50pp

A menu to accommodate any budget. 
Seated in the Lady Soames room of the 
Cafe, enjoy a hot or cold set meal. 
From £9.95pp

Choose from a festive two or three course 
set menu, served with filter coffee or tea 
and Christmas crackers. 
From £23.95pp

Biggin Hill Memorial Museum Group Packages

Sandwich Platter

Cream Tea

Lunch Buffet

20 triangles, serves 5, meat and 
vegetarian options available.
£15 per platter

1 scone, clotted cream, strawberry jam 
and tea.
£5.50pp

A selection of sausage rolls, 
sandwiches, quiche bites, sliced fruit 
platter and flapjacks
£7.50pp

Shopping
Don’t forget to pick up any souvenirs and mementos from the Biggin 
Hill Memorial Museum and Chartwell shop.

From books and jewellery to Churchill memorabilia and
confectionery there’s a wide selection to choose from to take a slice 
of Kent home with you.
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Plan your visit and itinerary
Groups can range from a minimum of 15 to a maximum of 60. 

The below suggested durations and itineraries are examples of 
running procedure for your day but we are always happy to 
accommodate your schedule where possible.

Please note groups of 15 or more may be staggered when 
entering the Biggin Hill Memorial Museum. At Chartwell large 
groups may be split to visit areas simultaenously.

Prices

10.00am      
10.15am 
10.45am  
11.45am  
12.15pm 
12.45pm 
1.00pm 
1.30pm 
2.15pm  
3.00pm 
3.30pm 

The Biggin Hill Memorial Museum opens at 10am and closes at 
5pm. The Chartwell grounds opens at 9am and closes at 4pm. 
Studio opens from 12noon until 3.30pm .

How to book

All admission is payable to Biggin Hill Memorial Museum and a 
deposit is required on booking confirmation. 

Confirmation and final numbers are required 21 days prior to your  visit. 
This is when full payment is due. Your booking confirmation will 
contain information on how to pay (by BACS, debit or credit card 
payment over the phone or by cheque 14 days in advance (cheque 
made payable to Biggin Hill Memorial Museum Company.) 

Bookings can be cancelled up to 14 days prior to the visit with a full 
refund of the deposit. Bookings cancelled with less than 14 days’ notice 
are non refundable.

Catering packages must be paid to the relevant attraction 14 days in 
advance by card payment over the phone or a cheque made 
payable to Biggin Hill Memorial Museum or National Trust.22

Example Itinerary

         Adult          
Joint visit package     £18.10    
Chartwell Garden, Studio, Exhibition
Biggin Hill Memorial Musuem and Chapel

Christmas package     £20.00
Weekdays, Mon 7 - Fri 18 Dec      
Chartwell House, Studio and Garden
Biggin Hill Memorial Museum and Chapel 

Chartwell Guide Book    +£4.00pp

Biggin Hill Memorial Museum   +£6.00pp
Guided talk    

Chartwell Garden Guided Tour   +£5.00pp

Biggin Hill After Dark    +£25.00pp 
(Max. 25)

groupbookings@bhmm.org.uk
01959 422414 
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Biggin Hill Memorial Museum
Exhibitions 1 hour
RAF Chapel 30 mins
Gardens 30 mins

Chartwell
Exhibition 45 mins
Studio 45 mins
Garden 30 mins

Arrival at Biggin Hill Memorial Museum
Bigin Hill History Talk
Biggin Hill Memorial Museum Exhibitions
Biggin Hill Memorial Museum RAF Chapel
Biggin Hill Memorial Museum Gardens
Departure and travel to Chartwell
Lunch at Chartwell
Chartwell Exhibition
Chartwell Studio
Chartwell Garden
Departure

Please allow an additional 45 minutes at Chartwell for the 
house dressed for Christmas. Available weekdays, 
Monday 7 to Friday 18 December.
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How to get to Biggin Hill Memorial Museum

By road
Postcode: TN16 1PS

From the M25  clockwise exit at junction 5, or anti-clockwise exit at 
junction 6, join the A25 and follow the brown signs with the National 
Trust oak leaf. 

Parking
A free hardstanding coach car park is located beside the Visitor 
Reception.

Sea and Eurotunnel
Chartwell is 64 miles from the Folkestone Eurotunnel and 72 miles 
from the port of Dover.

Air
Gatwick - 20 miles
Heathrow - 42 miles
Stanstead - 55 miles
Luton - 76 miles

Postcode: TN16 3EJ

Biggin Hill Memorial Museum is located in the south of the 
London Borough of Bromley and is close to the northern border 
of Kent. The Museum is accessible to road users from
Main Road which connects Bromley to Biggin Hill village. For 
coaches coming from the M25, use Junction 4 and the A21, 
approaching Biggin Hill from the North.

There is a free coach drop off point outside the museum gates 
which can accommodate 1 coach.

How to get to Chartwell

Accessibility
Biggin Hill Memorial Museum
The Museum, Exhibition, Café, Site and Chapel are fully accessible 
for all visitors. The Discovery Tablet includes subtitles and
audio description. Large print and Braille guides are available
for both the Chapel and Museum. A wheelchair is available to 
borrow.

Chartwell
Chartwell sits on a hillside with some steps throughout the garden.  
Those visitors unable to negotiate steps can use the mobility bus, 
which has a tailgate lift suitable for manual wheelchairs, to visit the 
exterior of the house and further areas of the garden.

Please note the mobility bus is run by volunteers and although we 
try to provide this service everyday there may be days when it is not 
running. Coaches are unable to drive to the front of the house, but 
groups arriving by minibus can organise to drop off groups at the 
front of the house before parking in the car park.

The Studio has an accessible entrance, but to avoid steps the route 
to it is across a grass slope or down a steep paved slope. There are 
then steps to an annexe room with a digital touch-wall.

Full access statements are available on the Biggin Hill Memorial 
Museum and Chartwell websites.
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