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VE Day (Victory in Europe Day) celebrates the 
formal acceptance by the Allies of World War II 
of Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender of 
its armed forces on 8 May 1945.  

The occasion was marked in many ways, most famously 
in celebrations across the Allied countries, particularly 
in Great Britain, the USA and Canada, who had taken the 
fight back to Continental Europe after D Day in June 1944.

In Kentish towns and villages, as across Britain, people 
celebrated in pubs, village halls and in the streets; dancing 
and cheering grew through the afternoon and evening, 
and into the early hours. There were torchlight processions, 
speeches, bands playing, fireworks, and every other form 
of celebration that could be put together with what was 
available at the time.  This photo shows a street party in 
Beckenham, near Bromley.

One of our Museum volunteers, Ken Johnson, was just 
9½ years old at the time.  He remembers a massive bonfire 
being lit in the road outside his house in Chadwell Heath, 
near Romford.  

In London, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth appeared on 
the Buckingham Palace balcony to celebrate with the cheering 
crowds massed below. After broadcasting to the nation, 
Churchill joined the King and Queen on the palace balcony.  
He later appeared on the balcony of the Ministry of Health 
building in Whitehall, announcing to the crowds 
“Dear friends, this is your hour.”

Amidst the celebrations, there was also quiet reflection with 
many thinking about friends, family members and colleagues 
they had lost during the conflict. There was also concern for 
loved ones in the armed forces who were still in foreign and, 
until the day before, hostile territories. In addition, people 
were anxious about how long the war in the Far East would 
continue (World War II finally ended on 15th August when 
Japan surrendered unconditionally).

In Westerham, close to Churchill’s home at Chartwell, there 
were in fact no celebrations that night, and the village green 
where Churchill’s statue now sits was silent.  One newspaper 
reported that the villagers had decided not to celebrate while 
Japan was still fighting.

RAF Biggin Hill did celebrate, however, planning a VE Dinner, 
which would take place in June in the Sergeant’s Mess. This 
photo shows the front page of the menu.

2020 marks 75 years since the guns fell silent after five years 
of war in Europe. Although we cannot all be together to join 
in VE Day 75 community celebrations, from the safety 
of our homes, we can still remember those who served on 
the front line, and the home front, and who gave their lives 
during the conflict.  

The ‘Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of WWII’ will take 
place at 3pm on the 8th May 2020, so please stand up, 
raise a glass and offer the following ‘Toast’ – 
“To those who gave so much, we thank you”. 

“The fire stayed alight all night, it was
 so hot the concrete road surface was
 burnt, the scar was still there twenty 
 years later. Everyone went mad,
 celebrating round the fire, cooking
 potatoes in the embers, it was an
 amazing sight.
 I loved it because I was allowed to 
 stay up, of course”.
           Ken Johnson



 

HOW TO MAKE ‘NO SEWING’ VE DAY BUNTING

Bunting is easy to make and can be a fun activity for the whole family. 
Here’s a step-by-step guide to get you started.

1. Draw a diamond shape 
on a piece of paper, around 
27cm high and 20cm wide 
gives a good size flag, then 
cut it out. If using our template, 
print out and cut as instructed.

3. Take your ribbon and 
place it vertically in the 
middle of the diamond 
shape, then add some 
glue along the three sides 
of one half of the diamond. 
Fold the diamond in half 
over the ribbon to make  
a triangle.

4. Repeat this process until the bunting is 
the desired length. Keep an equal distance 
between each flag when attaching it to 
your ribbon and leave enough ribbon free 
at the end to make sure you can hang 
your creation. 

2. Pin the paper shape to 
your fabric and cut it out.

WHAT YOU NEED

• Red, white and blue scrap fabric or 
paper print outs at the end of this brochure.

• Ribbon
• Fabric glue or PVA glue
• Paper and scissors



 

VE DAY RECIPES 

POTATO PIE

1 oz. onion
Fat
Sprinkle of flour
½ pint of water
or 3 ozs. stock
Cooked meat
¼ teaspoonsful mixed herbs
Dripping
½ lb potato

Mixture: Fry 1 oz. onion, fat and a sprinkle of flour
together, add ½ pint of water or stock, 3ozs. cooked
meat, trimmings from bones, etc., ¼ teaspoonful
mixed herbs. Put into a pan and cook together for 
a few minutes, then add ½ lb. potato cut up (cooked
or uncooked), a little more water if necessary, 
season nicely.
Roll out half the paste, cut in two strips, line sides
of dish - none at bottom - trim and decorate edges
of pastry, put mixture in dish, decorate top with 
slices of partially cooked potato overlapping, 
put a little dripping on top. Bake about 30 minutes.

APPLE PANCAKES

1 lb. apples
2 tablespoons syrup
Flour
Baking powder
Salt
Sugar
Milk
Egg
Butter

Stew 1 lb. apples to a soft pulp without sugar.
Beat two tablespoons of syrup into the apple. 
Make batter pancakes in the ordinary way. 
In a large bowl, sift together the flour, 
baking powder, salt and sugar. Make a well 
in the centre and pour in the milk, egg and 
melted butter; mix until smooth. Heat a 
lightly oiled griddle or frying pan over 
medium high heat. Pour or scoop the batter 
onto the griddle, using approximately 
¼ cup for each pancake.
Serve with a large spoonful of apple mixture 
folded into the centre of each

POTATO SHORT BREAD

3 ozs. margarine
2 ozs. rice flour
A pinch of salt
A little almond flavouring
4 ozs. warm mash potato
3 ozs. flour
2 ozs. sugar

During times of uncertainty and disruption, frugal, storable ingredients
to make simple, nutritional recipes come into their own. We hope
the wartime recipes we have chosen here to recreate will be fun 
to cook and feed yourselves and your families…

 
 

Cream fat and sugar, then add mashed 
potato, beat well, then add rice flour,
salt and flavouring. Take out spoon
and with hands lightly press the flour
(containing a little baking powder) into
the mixture - roll out and bake.



 

VE DAY DANCING

The ‘Lindy Hop’ is a swing dance that originated in New York in the late 1920s and early 1930s.
It gained popularity in the UK in the 1940s thanks to the American servicemen stationed here
during the Second World War.

THE SWING OUT

The Swing Out is a cornerstone ‘Lindy Hop’ move. It’s danced in 8-counts and is a basic building 
block for other dance steps.

STEP 1
Rock step - take a step back with your full weight, then transfer 
  weight to your front foot while keeping it in place.

STEP 2
Triple step - take a step to your side. Bring your feet together. 
Take another step to your side.

STEP 3
Walk

STEP 4
Walk

STEP 5
Triple step 



 

VE DAY SONG-A-LONG
Lambeth Walk

Any time you're Lambeth way
Any evening, any day
You'll find us all
Doin' the Lambeth walk - oi!

Every little Lambeth gal
With her little Lambeth pal
You'll find 'em all
Doin' the Lambeth walk  - oi!

Everything free and easy
Do as you darn well pleasey
Why don't you make your way there?
Go there, stay there.

Once you get down Lambeth way
Every evening, every day,
You’ll find yourself
Doin’ the Lambeth Walk - oi!

The White Cliffs 
Of Dover

There'll be bluebirds over
The white cliffs of Dover
Tomorrow
Just you wait and see

There'll be love and laughter
And peace ever after
Tomorrow
When the world is free

The shepherd will tend his sheep
I know the valley's gonna bloom again
And Jimmy will go to sleep
In his own little room again

Well, there'll be bluebirds over
The white cliffs of Dover
Tomorrow
Just you wait and see



RAMBLE

DOUBLE SIDED
BUNTING TO PRINT
AND CUT OUT

FOLD IN HALF HERE



SINGLE SIDED
BUNTING TO 
PRINT AND CUT OUT



FLAG TO PRINT AND CUT OUT FOR YOUR WINDOW



 

As we cannot celebrate all together in person this year, we would still love to bring 
everyone together in spirit.

We are looking for people to share their home pictures with us showing how you 
celebrate and prepare for VE Day at home this year. Perhaps you are doing some 
of the activities in our VE Day pack, having a try at baking one of our recipes, or 
maybe you are celebrating in your own way?

However you choose to celebrate, please share it with us.

Please include all full names of people featured in 
your pictures so we can credit them. Submissions 
entries close 18th May 2020.

Please share your photos and videos with us on our 
social media channels using #BHMMVEDay75 

Subscribe and follow our social channels as 
we will be regularly posting new content, activities, 
and puzzles.

https://twitter.com/BigginHillMMT
 
facebook.com/BigginHillMMT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE PART OF OUR
VE DAY 75 CELEBRATION DISPLAY?


